
Axel’s Farewell
Dance for four couples in a square set

by Gitta Ott

Recommended music: ”Fantasia Veneziana (In la Maggiore)”
played by Rondo Veneziano (CD “Fantasia Veneziana”)

Introduction (7 bars)
1-7 Curtsey/bow to partner (4) and to corner (3).

Refrain / Body (15 bars)
1-7 1st and 3rd couples, nearer hands joined, advance (2 bars), set to opposite

couple, retire (2 bars) and set, finish the setting step on bar 8 while side
couples start dancing.

8-15 2nd and 4th couples, nearer hands joined, advance (2 bars), set to opposite
couple, retire (2 bars) and set.

Part A: Left Arms Across & Grand Star (8 + 8 + 4 = 20 bars)
1-4 All women dance left arms across once round, at the end stay in centre, left

hands joined,
5-6 join right hands with partners and set,
7-8 all turn partners with right hands half-way to bring men into the centre.
9-16 All men repeat bars 1-8, at the end turn partners with right hands ¾ to original

positions, facing corners.
17-20 All turn corners with left hands once round and finish in original positions.

Refrain (15 bars)

Part B: Figure of Eight, Rights and Lefts home (8 + 6 + 8 + 6 = 28 bars)
1-8 1st and 3rd couple cross over (women cross in front of their partners), dance out

between side couples to opposite sides,  cross again (women in front of their
partners) to dance out through other side couples to opposite sides, finish
opposite of own original place, facing partners.

9-14 1st and 3rd couples dance ¾ Rights and Lefts, starting with right hands to
partner to finish in original positions.

15-22 2nd and 4th couples repeat bars 1-8.
23-28 2nd and 4th couples repeat bars 9-14.

Refrain (15 bars)

Part C: Reel of Four & Schiehallion Reel (8 + 8 + 8 = 24 bars)
1-8 All dance Interlocking Reels of Four, giving right shoulder to partner to start;

finish in original places, men facing in, women facing out, to dance fluently into:
9-24 All dance Schiehallion Reel for 16 bars and finish in original positions.

Refrain (15 bars)
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Part D: Promenade & Petronella Turns, Rights and Lefts home (8 + 6 + 8 + 6 = 28 bars)
1-8
     (2) 1st and 3rd couples turn partners ¾ with right hands into Promenade hold, both

facing clockwise while 2nd and 4th couples dance petronella turn, women finish
back to back in the centre;

     (4) 1st and 3rd couples promenade clockwise through side-couples to opposite sides
while 2nd and 4th couples set twice to partners;

     (2) 1st and 3rd couples turn partner ¾ with right hands to finish opposite of original
places, facing partner while 2nd and 4th couples dance petronella turn into
partners places.

9-14 1st and 3rd couples dance ¾ Rights and Lefts as described in Part B bars 9-14 to
finish in original positions while 2nd and 4th couples set, change places with
partners with right hands to original positions (2 bars), set facing partners.

15-28 Repeat bars 1-14 with interchanged movements. All finish in original positions.

Last Refrain (15 + 4 = 19 bars)
1-7 All advance, set and join hands in circle, retire and set only half step (!),
8-15 all dance eight hands round and back,
16-19 all turn partners with both hands once round in 3 bars and bow on last bar to

partner to finish the dance.

Notes:
 After every part all finish in original positions.
 Part B and D, bar 8 and 22: Active couples finish opposite of own original positions,

men on the right side, women on their left side.
 Try to dance fluently into next figures, if possible.
 According to the music it may be more comfortable to use common English setting

and travelling steps and omit the “Scottish jetê”.

Dance Information by the Advisor:
This Dance is dedicated to Axel Röhrborn, founding member of Erlanger Tanzhaus e.V.,
a wonderful dancer, patient teacher and very good friend with great thanks for more
than 30 years of instructing dances and dancing with us.
The dance was created in autumn 2022 when Axel decided to retire from organizing
dance events and teaching after his 83rd birthday!

The dance “Axel’s Farewell” combines figures and requests which always have been
leading for Axel’s selection of dances:

- bringing people together in circles or squares,
- attractive knots and unusual ways,
- small surprises… - you will miss the 8th bar in the refrain!

The recommended music is building a bridge between historic and modern dance music
according to Axels favorite dance eras from late 17th century up to modern American
Barn Dances and Scottish Country Dancing.
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